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In a hidden corner of Washington
State the mightiest river ifthe West is
home to giant rainbow trout. ™

BEY MICHAEL HAMILTON

of monstrous—a deep, broad, power-

ful river that fows for 1,200 miles and
pours more water into the Pacific Ocean than
any other river in the western hemisphere. It’s
not your average trout stream, by any stretch
of the imagination, But where the Upper
Columbia flows from Canada ifito the remate
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T he Columbia River is nothing short




northeastern corner of Washington State, a
handful of fishing guides ply the river’s fast-
flowing current seams for huge rainbow
“‘trout. And | do mean huge: Averaging three
pounds and 20%hches, with many over 26
sinches, these wild fishfight like “three salt”
steelhead—ripping line, bending rods, and
making Ln?gﬂshﬂkf and armSache, -
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EXPEDITIONS

Big Water

Called W'Che o wana by the indigenous
people, the mighty Columbia is horn al
tae prorthern enad of Columbia Lake, in

GETTING THERE
Narthpoet 15 on Aowte 25 in the far north-
gastern commer of Washinghbon, about 6
hours from Seatile. Anglars from out of
state can fiy info Spokane and rend a car
for the 2-hour trip north,

GUIDE SERVICE & LODGING

OutfitteriGuide Jack Mitchells opera- |
tion s headguarterad in 4 comfortable |

riverside chalet that sleeps up to six
anglers. All meals ane inchided, and a
hwa-day minimum stay & requirsd. For
mare information, contact The Evening
Hateh Fly Shap in Ellansharg, Washing-
b (1-B66-4A2-4480; www theevening-
hatch.eom).—W H

Artish Codumbia about five hours noreh
of Spokane, Washingion. The river rolis
through the Columbibia Valley—also
known 13 the Rocky Mountain Trench—

3
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und 15 fed abing the way by many fumed
o waters, including the Bootenal. the
Dheschunes, and the Smake, The volume of
waanes carsled by the Codumbia's annual
rumafl & second onby o the Missouri
f‘n-:'.'.'\.l'-.-.||1|1: River system, which ::":F‘:.]ll'n
why almost half of all ydroclectr gen-
eration in the United States comes from
the MNortwest,

tust above the town of Northport,
Washington, the Calumbia narmows and
croses the invisible border between
Canada and the United States. The anky
marker i5 astee cabie, bumied deep in
basalt cliffs on cither side of the river
and strung high above the swirling cur-
rents. (U A reconmaissance mission o
the arca about a dozen years 2go, long-
tarmg i I-|'|:I.III.F_|||.II.|:'|.i el H,.u.j:.\, lach
Sdnichel] was stunned to discover that
arge wild raimbow trout wene flourishing

Tt wdnhiow ks ry ot Upper Calumbia
Wil st owernd™ just 12 yiars @90, and the
e Inout S vy Baw ang

rn over [ pourss




EXPEDITIONS

irt this part of the river, and that the fish
cagerly ane flies. The water and the fish
were %0 big that Mitchell dubbed the sec-
ton of river ~ The Jurassic”

"Irmagine fy-fshing a river than rans
frovm 50,000 to 200,000 CFS," Mitchell
saicl o e came mosning. as he gunned
the 60-horsepower cutboard engine and
swung the bow of his jer shed oot into the
surging current, Such o huge volume
tests an amgler’s abality w read water,
make long casts, and get flies deep. Bur
the rewards are some of the biggest rain-
bows to be found outside Alaska

The weather incarly fune was mild
the day I drove cast from Seanle for my
fsurth trip to the Upper Columbia,
Heasding over Saequalmies Fass along
Interstate W, my constant companion

When the caddisfles starl hatching in Juni,
itz can M the air, which can drive bath
thi troat and snglers A | ooy

was a high-presure system that had
i in froam the Canadian territories
the might before; things were leoking up.
Six howrs Bater, | met up with Miwchell,
owner of the Evening Hatch Guide Ser-
vice, headguartered in Elensbwarg, Wash-
imgioa, Por the past tw elve years,
Mitchell and his crew of seasoned guides
have been exploring the noribeastern
corner of Washington $tate and guiding
clients to big fish,

In a river of this stze, Mitchell has
carved out an ext rl.'lTllnf'!'l finy ares 10
fish—a scant 15 miles of rver, runming
from the border to three miles bedow
MNorthport, Guides ferry guests upriver
i flar-botom sieds, full throttle agmnst
the ralling flows, choosing their course
caistioaesly 1o avoid small misshapen
mibands of jagged basalt, which rise up
daumingly in the surging current. Men
acing. swirling whirtpools, relentlessy
stcked under by unforeseen foroes, pose




Upper Cnlia Hatch Chart
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new obstacles arnumd every turn of the ing, these features can vhen disappsear
river, It oiften a hair-raising mun o the overnight. though, when the Canadians
st hasdtineg decide 1o release water from their dams.

Here the upper Columbia movestoa  "Go 1o bed with the boats ded 1w the
rhvethim like fiw ather rvers, a5 water lev-  diockin ten feet of water; wake up and
ele can rise and fall 10 Feet b 24 honrs. ihey're sitting high and dry, 109 the
Love weater exposes gravel bers that drop weirdest darn thing o see.” savs Michell.
aff imbo blue blackmess and reveals the _ i
bigpest riffles vou'll ever see——hall 3 midls I i Che oeasol
acrass and just as long, Withou! warn Because weather, waler temperatungs,
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and rover levels are constantly changing,
the fishery changes drastically over the
season. Mitchell starts fishing the rver in
February. and the seather through esrly
March s uswally gray, oold, and we.
Think snow and you'll get it However,
you will also get first crack at nailing
Trorws wigp o 1D poumads

The best flies for the sarly seasnn are

|1||::. haavwy, and ughy. wo pack a variety of
Black Conehead Muddler Minnoivs snd
olive and brown Conehead Bunm

Leeches inszzes 1 and 4. Fished on a show
wwing through deep tuilouts, these g
muonsels ofien drase wiolen strikes. [
throwing bag streamers isn't your thing.
nyvmiphing with 4 wndem ng of big pat-
terns—aize 4 or b brown Pats Rubber
Legs with a size 6 Prince trailer, for
tmstance—awill also produce,

[n Aprl and May, Mocher Sature
begins e thaw a biy, and so does the
fiahii 18, AS i13 AT FIVErs AcToe th=
West, ad water temperatures edge into
the 40, the fich get more active amd star
Mg more c.1|:;¢'r|'!.' 1o the v, 1've had
10-fish days in April under sun-
drenched blue skies, But don't be foolad

by the low numbers=—=|{} Lipper Colume
ba ramvnbosws '.'.'u_':gh % mach a8 Pwece as
many fesn from most other rvers in the
| ecviver 48, Thorn't break onnt the Aosont
amd feathers just yet: this is still streamer
and big-nymph e, Meanswhile, dry fhy
fshing waits in the wings ready (o take
cemieEr "-l-.ilgl.".

“Betier cover your maouth and nose

Thee tiver containg soma of the bigpest rffles
you ll ewer see=—ngll @ mie goross-and s ps
long-—which offer gread ryrmphing viake:

with your hand or use s bandanna,
Mitchell 10dd me &n a clear fune maem-
ing. We had just backed his jet sled out
into the slow moving current in frent of
the dock. Already swarms of caddistlies,
illuminated by shafts of the moming
sun, were dancing aleng the riverbank.
Withiin sevonds of getting the shed wp to
20 knote, T was being pummeled by adult
caddisflies slamming intes my sunglasses
and bouncing off my hat. A blizeard
hatch on such a huge Fives wias an amas
ing sight

Arter running full throtle for 10
manuites, Mitcheld slowed the boat above
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.1.]|.||13 riffke and cur the ETIng. The =t
wlads have been outfitted with oarlocks
and oars, sllowing the guides 1o cut their
outhoards above o juicy-leoking drift
and float downriver, keeping the boat
steady while the anglers cast. With Jack
on the oars, | started casting 4 size 12
Green Butt Elk-Hair Caddis close to the
bank where the water fowed over large
basalt boulders. T could see fish rising to
cadddisflies in the pool down below, and
my pubse began to quicken.

W is it that whenever vou look
away the darmed fish tales? "Set!”
slvivuted Mitchell. waking me frorm
reverie. [ set the ook and came up
uitli'?l!.'.jLL‘.[ if Gfe o see a |.'1|.|.3r.' rainbaw
ol aver oy I'.|!.'. I it ri|5|'|l back inand
wham! Another p'u.rp'!l.' and-black sl
ted mwanster sucked in IJ:||.: ﬂ.}' and took
off like an acrobat. S1% WP and 1'|'|n..-e
FLins ik my |:|ad'-c|:n|5 |u.1|.'r, |'..:|.:E :117I1v;'d ]
m.Lsni!-L-:.cn[ hn.-n. 'nw l|'|4:ul|.|11|.- .1[1..1 et
of thede fsh are hord fun dm‘nh'. hl||.1 VI
can feel the tight muscles of the fish
when you hold them in the water during

the release,

1l you'll encounier on he

i, & 5 of @
shotld have ards af
cavinr rod
a multi-hp lna that
ol sinking heads

Clothing
The weathar can be guile vansble, so pre-
i

minrnhle han hiaey

1 liarpi-Erimimed il
are wvilal For win
vealher gear and

After the caddisfly storms in June
subside, green drakes emerpe i snrall
platnas, which drive the Fish wacko,
“When the emergence comes, its some-
tirmes hard to tell vour bug from the nal-
urals” sovs Mitchell "1 tell cliemts to fish
the h]"]ﬂEI"I aisd hold an” If }'11u"n!' laid
the Eqmd fortune b encownter nuiur
preen drake habch an other Western
v, Yo con i.m:ll;i:l.l! what it's like oa
waler the Him: of the 1.|pi'r-rr Colwrbi
Thl.r fush t::l:rh:-dl.' (a5 § |.1f1}.4.' ri'n.'i,"r n pur
m.il: nl-l'hr |.'11.:1u: 'r:'_q:."ﬂil:a.. |.:r:u|!|.r|EI hun:rl
pounding action, Windless cloudless
days offer the best fishing, but the
hatches themsehes can be fickle and
unpredictable, To find trowt looking for
these huge bugs, use a size § or 10 Green
Drake Cripple as a scarching pattern,

August and Scpiember on the
Columbin can be very hit or miss, Doay-
time cemperatures in the Cobville
Mattonal Forest can soar into the lovw
100, and the fish retreat to decp pools,
Earby clawn and juss before dark present
the best apportunitics 1o ook up in the
I'iﬂ-[‘."l H.I'I'd -L1I.'|I.'|H, currchl sCams, I'I!In:ll:ﬁ
and |.1:i|:1 dirvs will draw serikes, and the
hJB,EI:'I-“ iﬂ'ﬁ.‘lul:l'lﬁl.' alTh I"'I.' .'I-I."'l.'I.IZIB |]1I: I.'I’ln.l.s
irs limmred lighe,

October = my favorite me to fsh
the river. October caddis | Prcossmoecra |
take flight, providing consistent dry-fly
'I'nh'iqs. Flus, floverns are u:.ml]:.' o,
exposing new pockets and pools, But the
real show belongs to Mother Mature,
Along the banks and hillsdes, cotton-
woods and thin stands of aspen turn
golden. Red-tinged tamaracks stand out
against the green forests of Douglas fir
The morning air is crisp, and the after-
noon temperarures are mild, Aside from
the great fishing, the natural beauty of
thie area is food for the soul.

Hard Duty

Fishing an the Upper Columbia is no
for the beginning angler, Although you
shouldn't expect huge numbers of trout,
every day you will have a solid shot ar
ul:hi.nﬁa lﬂ-puu.nd rainbow, I"urrnp the
stomach of one of these fidh, and }UI,:II“
see why these fish grow so large; My
shrimp, the secret ingredient for huge
tathwater trout throughout the West, In
addition, Shwala mymphs and caddisfiies

provide plenty of protgin v help these
trovt gronw guickly.

Mlany of the larger fish are Gerrand
rainbews, & wild strain that originated in
British Calwmsbia's Kootenay Lake and i
known 1 grow 1o huge proportions,
Unlike other painbows, whose diet con-
stats of invertebrates. crustaceans, insects,
and eggs of other fish, Gerrand trout feed
mainly an ather small fish. Such a pro-
tein=rich diet explains their rapid growth
and gagerness to cat streamers,

There are also resident steclhead,
native cutthroats, and cotthows in the
river A Hi survey spomsared by B
Hydro found that rainbosw popalitions
near the Canadian—Washington border
are increasing in both siee and numbers,
which s great mews, The study alse fand
that the raimbews i these waters exhib-
itexd their mast rapad growth during the
first three years of life, data that seem
supposted by the average sore of the troot
— 1% 1 22 inches. The combination of a
rich aguatic diet and water lemperatures
that range from 401065 degrees year-
rouincd provides great trout hahatat
throughout the season,

The Rest of the Story
Mot af the mimws that anglers hear about
thie Columbin River 15 bad, Human
actions have altered the mver in many
wiys—almost ahways for the worse, Con-
structing danmis and levees, raising and
lonverimg, Tiver levels, diverting water 1o
origate, dumping mine taidings and
mdusiry tooins, and allowing livestock
river access have all contributed 1o the
dentise of the river’s natve fish, Ir will
ke decades, if not generations, w
reverse the trends of the las century,
However, we should applavd the
work of B.C. Hydro and the Washingion
Stare Department of Fisheries w help
maintain the upper stretch of the river
and 1o eomirant freu"l.mn! -\."."I.'iltll;'l'ls-l;"l that
conld kall the frver's AeUEAtis lafe, Thiziza
f:u'rﬂunE I!'u.hm'f. Itz new I'r:,-' IS Ay
measure, s difficalt to get to, and chal-
:.t'nEi.nglu sk, B 1t's waorth EVETY
damn m-l'-rmnl,E

Mlichaal H.HIr.Jr.hlI H .I'-rh‘ja.llr.'rnr;rfr ||.'||||
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